The Fifty Millionth Telephone
in Service in the Nation

Presented to the President of the United States
Dwight D. Eisenhower - November 18, 1953




A Proud Symbol

HERE'S a new telephone on the desk of the President of
I the United States.

It’s the 50-millionth telephone in the nation.

Symbolizing the constant efforts of the telephone industry
to provide our country with the best telephone service in the
world, the new instrument was presented on November 18 to
President Dwight E. Eisenhower as head of the first nation
to achieve a record of 50 million telephones in service. The
presentation was made by Cleo F. Craig. president of the
American Telephone and Telegraph Company, and Warren B.
Clay, president of United States Independent Telephone As-
sociation, in a brief ceremony in President Eisenhower’s of-
fice in the White House.

Mr. Craig and Mr. Clay were accompanied on the visit to
the President by Rosel H. Hyde, Chairman of the Federal
Communications Commission, and C. L. Doherty. president
of the National Association of Railroad and Utility Commis-
sioners.

At the White House, on the morning of November 18, the nation’s 50
millionth telephone was placed in service on the desk of President
Eisenhower. Participating in this ceremony were Cleo F. Craig, presi-
dent of the A. T. & T. Co.; Warren B. Clay, president of the United
States Independent Telephone Assn.; Rosel H. Hyde, Chairman of the
FCC; and C. L. Doherty, president of the National Association of
Railroad and Utilities Commissioners. Shown here with President
Eisenhower (from left) are Mr. Doherty, Mr. Clay and Mr. Craig.

As he placed the 50-millionth telephone in the hands of
President Eisenhower, Mr. Craig said that its presence in the
White House would be a further reminder to telephone people
of their responsibility to the nation.

“This responsibility,” Mr. Craig said, “is widely shared
and deeply felt. Some 5.300 companies and 800.000 employ-
ees work closely together at the job of bringing people to-
gether by telephone. We are grateful to the American people
who have given us such opportunity, and we intend to keep
on providing them with the best telephone service in the
world.”

Mr. Craig and Mr. Clay then “installed” the new telephone
by plugging it into a jack on one side of the President’s desk.
The set is a “500-type,” made in Western Electric’s Indian-
apolis plant, where production of all Bell telephones is cen-
tered. The base of the black instrument is rimmed with 48
gold stars, one for each state. The presidential seal takes the



place of the number plate, and dial and numerals are done in
gold. The following is inscribed on top of the handset:

THE FIFTY MILLIONTH TELEPHONE
IN SERVICE IN THE NATION
PRESENTED TO
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER . NOVEMBER 18, 1953

After the new telephone had been placed in service, Mr.
Clay gave President Eisenhower a scroll testifying that the
instrument had been designated as the 50-millionth telephone
in the United States. This scroll says in part:

“Telephone service was born in America. Here in the
climate of freedom it has been most widely developed
and used. In ever-increasing measure it has contrib-
uted to the unity, strength and progress of the nation.

“As representatives of telephone men and women through-
out the United States, we pledge anew the determination
of all to serve the nation, in peace and war, to the utmost
of our ability.”

Installation of the 50-millionth telephone means that the
United States has more telephones than all the rest of the
world combined. Today there is one telephone to about every
three people in the country, and, as Mr. Craig said in con-
versation with President Eisenhower, “None of us has any
idea of stopping at 50 million.”

And so the 50-millionth telephone is far more than a sta-
tistic. It represents the accomplishments of the telephone in-
dustry and the tremendous development of the communica-
tions art. It is symbolic of many things:

(Continued on following page)

£9)
 Bifty @illionth @clephone

h -
irr A ;.r..:-
) BT . e e
\."“ ¥ "¢d? - Y | r
B ot i
o - g le
> ; ¥
= ‘Gr:u- the fifty-millionth telephone to sevve our § 5"
- 4 J country. is presented by the nations telephone™ § iy
- ‘.L_ INDUSLTY 1D Ao F L ATPRA TP P AT ENTRAA T LN R
"'.G‘ i " el 1 ,:" ?
% Ohe Enf:.mrut of the _lmml States 1=
2%  Dwight . Gisenhower  {:=

%] clephone service was born in America. Pere-
m the chhmate of freedom it has been most =
n CUCT INCTEASLNG o

s
.

widely deuvcloped and used.

meacnrr it has contributed to the unity, strenath and ~
! proarces of the nation, @his matrument. serving our
i B Chiet Exceutioe and Commander -in-Chick, spmbolizes i
)_1 the constant ctfort of telephone people to provide this® '(
ie) B country with the best trlcphone service in the world. » ‘_u
F 3 ¢ represcntatives of telephone men and women & p .“
A throughout the Umited States, we plebac ancur A
\ the betcrmination of all to_se¢rve the nation, in peace™ | v/
| and war, to the utmost of our ability. avesTwessy p.-{
§ B ovember 18, 1953 Lo
I -
3
‘e s
A
*

INluminated scroll presented to President Eisenhower designates his
new telephone as the 50-millionth in the nation. The scroll was signed
by Mr. Craig in behalf of the Bell System companies and by Mr. Clay
in behalf of the 5,300 independently owned telephone companies.

At the banquet in the Presidential Room of the Statler Hotel: (from
left) The Hon. John C. Doerfer, Federal Communications Commission ;
The Hon. Warren E. Burger, Assistant Attorney General; Mark R. Sulli-

van, Pacific Telephone president; Arthur W. Page, director, AT.&T.
Co.: The Hon. Jerome K. Kuykendall, Chairman, Federal Power Commis-
sion; R. E. Shotts, director, United States Independent Telephone Assn.
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;a-ny-of Florida. industry. Bremner; (standing) Luise Hettling, Janet Sindle, and Virginia Bozzo.






